
LE98-01||DIGITAL [LEGO] ANALOG: PHASE 1: RESEARCH SEMINAR||WINTERSESSION 2015 
SCHEDULE A, 1:00-4:00, CB 410 
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TEACHING ASSISTANT: BEC CONRAD||RCONRAD@RISD.EDU 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Where is the line between real and augmented experience?  As technology flows into the many facets 
of our physical world, the answer is increasingly elusive.  As teachers, students, artists, and 
designers, our ability to navigate this changing terrain will continue to play an even greater role in 
our work.  As part of a two-part research project with Denmark-based LEGO Education, RISD 
faculty and students will explore the fascinating and rapidly evolving intersection between digital 
and analog experience.  In this interdisciplinary research seminar, researchers will use humanities 
and studio methodologies to investigate, map, and analyze cultural practices and objects in which the 
digital and the analog commingle.  The overarching goal of the course is to constellate and assess a 
set of digital + analog objects and practices in order to draw conclusions about what makes these 
objects and practices compelling.  That is, we will be interested in examining the ways particular 
digital + analog objects and practices position their users—in relation to the object/practice, in 
relation to other users and/or objects/practices, and, more generally, in relation to the material 
world.  Researchers will engage in developing substantive, open-ended lines of inquiry regarding the 
digital + analog in order to produce a set of research findings and exploratory inspiration sketches 
that will launch Digital [LEGO] Analog: Phase 2: Studio. 
 
A number of key questions will serve as refrains: 
 
o What definitions of digital, analog, virtual, interactive, networked, simulated, media, and 

mediation prove most useful for understanding the contemporary moment?   
o How can we understand, map, and describe the relationships of digital and analog elements and 

modes in particular cultural objects, practices, concepts, and theories?   
o What genres, forms, and ways of representing and interacting with the world are engendered by 

comingling the digital and analog?   
o How do digital and analog modes, separately and together, structure relationships between bodies 

(human and nonhuman) and between bodies and their environments?   
o What material consequences accrue from particular digital and analog modes?   
o What forms—written, visual, and material—allow us to best excavate, map, express, and 

communicate the contours of these relationships?   
 
REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS:   
All course texts will be available on the course website.  
 
OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS:  
Good humor, a sense of curiosity, and a willingness to experiment with ideas.   
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
1) Active and Informed Participation in Class Discussion (25%) 
This is discussion-based class, which means your ideas, concerns, questions, and arguments about the 
texts form the discourse of the classroom.  My primary role is to facilitate critical conversation.  Your 



role is to read and/or view the course materials carefully and thoroughly, and to come to class each 
day prepared to contribute to discussion.  
 
Characteristics of active and informed class discussion include the following: 
o consistent participation  
o comments that draw our attention to specific phrases, passages, or structural elements of the text 
o comments that attempt analysis or interpretation 
o comments that help the entire class begin, develop, or continue a productive line of inquiry 
o comments that respond or refer to comments made by other members of the class or to 

discussions from previous class periods 
o comments that, in addition to addressing the text under discussion, usefully employ or refer to 

other course texts 
o comments that insightfully respond to and/or diplomatically probe the comments of your peers  
 
I know people have different levels of comfort regarding speaking in class.  Please let me know if you 
are particularly shy or have other aversions to talking in class.  Although I understand it is possible 
to get something out of class just by coming and listening to others talk, I want to emphasize in 
writing the importance of your consistent and thoughtful verbal participation.  At the end of each 
class period I make notes about participation, using a scale of 0-4.  At the end of the semester I use 
these notes and numbers to calculate your participation grade. 
 
To aid you in participating in discussion you need to have your text(s) with you, a prepared list of 
questions you want to pose, and particular sections of the text(s) you want to discuss, with notes 
about what interests you about those sections.  This sort of due diligence will help us sustain 
interesting discussion.  
 
NB: I would prefer that you print out and bring hard copies of the readings to class.  On days when 
this is not possible, you may bring electronic versions of the text(s) on your laptop or iPad.   
 
2) Homework/Annotations (20%) 
 
3) Final Presentation (35%) 
 
4) Research Report (20%) 
 
GETTING IN TOUCH WITH ME: 
During Wintersession 2015 I am teaching two courses and my schedule is unusual.  I will have office 
hours from 9:00-12:00 on Tuesday January 6, Tuesday January 13, and Tuesday February 3, and 
from 1:00-4:00 on Sunday February 1.  If you need to see me but cannot come during office hours, 
please email me to set up a different meeting time.  From January 14-31 I will be out of the country, 
traveling with the students in my other class to do fieldwork in Guyana.  While I am out of the 
country I will have extremely limited access to the Internet.  The classes I will miss in Weeks 3 & 4 
will be covered by colleagues.   
 
USING GOOGLE SITES: 
For this course we will use a website created through Google Sites.  To access the course website 
sign in to your RISD and go to the grid of squares at the top right-hand corner of the page.  Click 
“Sites.”  Scroll down until you find our course site: “LE98 Digital [LEGO] Analog Research Seminar 
Wintersession 2015.”  Basic instructions for adding content are posted to the site.  
 



ACADEMIC CONDUCT: 
Plagiarism, the unacknowledged use of ideas or words generated by another person, is never 
acceptable.  Plagiarism includes the unacknowledged use of the work of another student and the 
unacknowledged use of material from books, magazines, and online sources.  Presenting collaborative 
work as one’s own, receiving help on written work without disclosing such assistance, submission of 
the same work in two classes without the permission of the instructor, and stealing, destroying, or 
defacing the work of others are additional examples of academic dishonesty/plagiarism.  The 
expectation in the courses taken within the Division of Liberal Arts is that “all students enrolled in 
its courses faithfully document and cite any works of reference or examples” in their own written 
work.  If you are ever in doubt, give credit to the original work by citing your source.  Severe 
consequences result from academic dishonesty/plagiarism: you may fail the assignment, the course 
and/or may be expelled from RISD.  If at any time during the semester you feel confused or 
overwhelmed by your work, or you feel unsure about how to document your debts to the work of 
others, please come see me. 
 
Please familiarize yourselves with RISD’s Academic Code of Conduct, which can be found here:  
<http://www.risd.edu/Policies/Academic/Code_of_Conduct/>. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS:  
If you are a student with a disability that may require accommodations to complete the requirements 
of this class, I encourage you to discuss your learning needs with me during the first week of the 
term.  Once you submit an approval letter from the Office of Disability Support Services to me, 
accommodations will be provided as needed.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: On Monday February 2nd some students will need to meet outside of our regular class 
meeting time.  Everyone will be divided into four groups to do a run-through of final presentations.  
You’ll sign up for a time in advance.  Group 1 will meet from 12:30-2:00, Group 2 from 2:00-3:30, 
Group 3 from 3:30-5:00, and Group 4 from 5:00-6:30.  You should plan to be in class for 2 hours on 
Monday February 2.  Depending on how many presentations we end up having, we may also need to 
extend class a bit on Wednesday February 4th. 
 
COURSE CALENDAR: 

Homework for 
M Jan 5 

Read: Susan Yee, “The Archive”  
Read: Joseph Cevetello, “The Elite Glucometer” 
Post: A photograph and brief statement to your Researcher Page on the course 
website 

M Jan 5 Course Introduction 
Researcher Introductions 
Discuss Yee and Cevetello 

Homework for 
T Jan 6 

 

Read: Donna Haraway, “A Manifesto for Cyborgs: Science, Technology, and 
Socialist Feminism in the 1980s” (7-45) 
Read: William J. Mitchell, Me ++: The Cyborg Self and the Networked City (1-17, 
83-101)  
Read: N. Katherine Hayles, How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies, 
Literature, and Informatics (xi-xiv, 1-5, 13-18, 25-30) 
Write: A 500-700 word response. Due by noon on Tuesday January 6. 

T Jan 6 Discuss Haraway, Mitchell, and Hayles 
Homework for 

W Jan 
 

Read: Vilém Flusser, “Digital Apparition” (242-245) 
Read: Brian Massumi, “On The Superiority of the Analog” (133-143) 
Write: A 700-1000 word response. Due by noon on Wednesday January 7. 



W Jan 7 Discuss Flusser, Massumi, and objects and practices. 
Homework for 

M Jan 12 
 

Read: Lev Manovich, The Language of New Media (11-17, 27-61, 94-115) 
Read: Friedrich Kittler, “There is no Software” (331-337)  
Read: Wendy Hui Kyong Chun, “On Software, or the Persistence of Visual 
Knowledge” (27-51)  
Write: Two 500-700 word annotations. Due by noon on Sunday January 11.  
Make: Digital/analog concept map. Due by noon on Monday January 12. 

M Jan 12 Discuss Manovich, Kittler, Chun, annotations, and maps. 
Homework for 

T Jan 13 
 

Read: N. Katherine Hayles, How We Think: Digital Media and Contemporary 
Technogenesis (55-83, 123-170) 
Read: Marie Laure-Ryan, Avatars of Story (xi-xx, 3-30, 80-81, 97-125) 
Write: One 500-700 word annotation. Due by noon on Tuesday January 13. 

T Jan 13 Discuss Hayles and Laure-Ryan 
Homework for 

T Jan 20 
 

Identify: The focus of your presentation and the three objects, practices, 
essays that will anchor the presentation. Decide whether you’ll work alone or 
with a partner.  Brainstorm the form(s) your presentation will utilize/take. 
Write: Three 500-700 word annotations, one for each anchoring 
object/practice/essay.  Due by 6:00 pm on Friday January 16.  
Read: Matthew G. Kirschenbaum, Mechanisms: New Media and the Forensic 
Imagination (excerpts)  
Make: Digital/analog concept map. Due by noon on Tuesday January 20. 

T Jan 20 Discussion of Kirschenbaum  
Homework for 

W Jan 21 
Read: Siegfried Zielinski, “Thinking the Border and the Boundary” (279-288) 
Prepare: Initial presentation pitch  

W Jan 21 Discussion of Zielinski. 5-minute initial pitches of research focus and 
discussion of each pitch. 

Homework 
 for  

M Jan 26 

Find: Additional sources to contextualize and theorize your three primary 
objects, practices, essays. Annotate each additional source. Post annotations as 
you finish them. 
Prepare: Draft presentation for Desk Critique #1 

M Jan 26 Desk Critique #1 
Homework 

 for  
T Jan 27 

Revise: Draft presentation for Desk Critique #2.   

T Jan 27 Desk Critique #2  
Homework for  

M Feb 2 
Sign up: Choose a slot for your final presentation run-through and sign up on 
the course website by Saturday January 31.   
Finish: Final presentation and practice it twice.  Make sure you have timed 
your presentation so it does not exceed the allotted 15 minutes.   

M Feb 2 Run-through of final presentations. 
Homework for  

T Feb 3/ W Feb 
4 

Finish: Last revisions to final presentations and practice them (again). 

T Feb 3 Final Presentations 
W Feb 4 Final Presentations 

Discussion with LEGO Education colleagues and other guests  
F Feb 6 Write: Research Report due to course website by 6:00 pm 

Make: Digital/analog concept map due to course website by 6:00 pm 
 



 


